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PRESS STATEMENT 

Date 7th September 2010 – embargoed until 5:00pm. 

Business Link Northwest has conducted a detailed review of its operations to bring it in line with in-year Government budget reductions at the Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWDA). This review has also taken into account anticipated budget reductions for 2011/12, when funding is expected to be reduced further following the Comprehensive Spending Review in October. As a result of this review a restructuring of the organisation is proposed, to deliver a streamlined Business Link service focused for maximum impact.

Peter Watson, Managing Director of Business Link Northwest said: “We know there will be changes to the delivery of government business support and a White Paper will be released in the autumn setting out the coalition’s proposals in more detail. The proposed re-structure will allow us to be in a position to work with the Government and the emerging Local Enterprise Partnerships in order to allow for a smooth transition”

“In the meantime Business Link will continue to offer support to North West companies, and those considering starting a business.  We are very much open for business and have a wealth of expertise here waiting to help businesses get growing again.” 

Business Link Northwest’s telephone and face-to-face advisers, including Innovation and Access to Finance Teams, continue to work with growing businesses across the region, and, free and impartial advice is available for those looking to start their own business. The Business Link Northwest website is also packed full of information and ‘how to’ guides on a full-range of business issues.
The restructuring means that Business Link Northwest is proposing to reduce the number of staff it employs by 194 from a workforce of 338, these reductions will be across all departments.

Formal consultation with staff has begun and redundancies are likely to take place before the end of March 2011, in order to be in a position to continue to deliver the Business Link Service across the region within the new budgets.

-Ends-

Press enquiries to:

Andrew Taylor or Simon Turner, Freshfield PR

01772 888400 or (firstname)@freshfield.com

Notes to Editors:

Business Link Northwest is an impartial business support and information service, available to businesses and individuals in the Northwest.

The service is completely free to use and can be accessed via the telephone, online, or face-to-face for more in-depth support.

It provides relevant up-to-date information on business issues such as starting or expanding a business, managing people, marketing, finance, technology and exporting.

Regional Development Agencies across the UK assumed full responsibility for the management of the Business Link service in the regions from the Small Business Service in April 2005. 

The new one-stop regional Business Link service (Business Link Northwest), managed by the Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWDA), replaced five sub-regional Business Link organisations on 2nd April 2007. 

The NWDA leads the economic development and regeneration of England's Northwest and is responsible for: 

· Supporting business growth and encouraging investment 

· Matching skills provision to employer needs 
· Creating the conditions for economic growth 
· Connecting the region through effective transport and communication infrastructure 
· Promoting the region’s outstanding quality of life 
