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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE WINDERMERE TOWN COUNCIL HELD AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, BROAD STREET, WINDERMERE ON MONDAY 9TH AUGUST  2010
Mr W F Smith (Mayor) Mesdames J S Borer, S Clayton, J L Garlick, E Greasley, C Hallatsch, J Jewell, V Newton and J Stocker.    Messrs L J Hallatsch, B Higgins, A B Legge, A Marsh, J H Morphet, M P Nicholson, S Parkinson and J Walters . 
Also present were District Councillors Ms K Atkinson and Mr D Williams.
107.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Mr M Stafford and Mr A Winrow and PCSO Sarah Blacow.
The Mayor welcomed Mr S Parkinson to his first meeting.
108.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Miss S Clayton declared an interest in the planning application at Maple Court, Cross Street.  Mrs E Greasley declared an interest in the item relating to the provision of allotments
109.
ROBINSON PLACE, BOWNESS

Mr Matt Messenger from NPA, the District Council’s Property Services Agents, outlined the proposals to enter into a Management Agreement with Mr Knowles, the owner of the adjacent property which would result in the land being landscaped and maintained by Mr Knowles.

As part of the Scheme, it may be necessary to permit Mr Knowles to use a strip of land as an extension to the terrace around his property. Mr Knowles replied in greater detail the proposal. Mr N Pearson from South Lakeland District Council also spoke in connection with the project and questions were raised by Councillors.

The Council reconvened and moved to the Agenda item relating to the proposals for improvements at Robinson Place as had been outlined. The Council were in favour of the land remaining in the ownership of South Lakeland District Council.  By a significant majority, the Council welcomed the proposal as being a realistic way of improving the appearance and use of the land.  The conditions raised by the Town Council in the earlier open section of the meeting had been noted by the District Council, but in particular, these would include no direct access to the land from Churchills Wine Bar, monitoring of the management agreement by South Lakeland District Council and no drinking of alcohol on the land.
110.
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on Monday 26th July 2010 were approved as a correct record.
111.
MATTERS ARISING

The Clerk reported that the external auditor had queried two items on the Annual Return. One related to a box that had been left empty that should have had the word “nil” inserted, the other related to a miscalculation in the total other receipts for the year ended 31st March 2010. The Clerk explained that this had arisen as a result of omitting from the analysis for the Annual Return a cheque for £500.00 that had been drawn in the previous financial year but which had been recredited and re-issued during the year ended 31st March 2010.

The Council approved the explanations and authorised the Clerk to amend the Annual Return.
The County Council had replied to say that the reappearance of the hole in the A591 near the Windermere Hotel was being assessed by the Highways Maintenance Section of Cumbria County Council.
South Lakeland District Council had written to confirm that they will arrange to have the trees obstructing the lights on Rayrigg Road, cut back.

The Clerk reported that the Talk Toilets Consultation Document had now been issued. The two highest priority public toilets in the Councils area were the ones at Bowness Bay and Broad Street Car Park.  The District Council would now be considering the consultation results on the 8th September and no doubt the matter would appear on a future Agenda.  He advised the Council that South Lakes Development Trust had written suggestion that SLDT would be interested in taking any community involvement in toilet provision forward.

112.
POLICE

In the absence of any Police Representative, it was agreed to advise the Police that there was concern about tables on the footway outside Lazy Daisys, Francines and Ruskins which would appear to be obstructing the footway as well A Boards outside Beresofrds.
113. 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Ten Planning Applications were  considered by the Council and it was resolved to make the following comments to the Lake District National Park Authority.

7/10/5333
52 Victoria Road North - Two storey extension to rear - Approve

7/10/5338
Co-Op Store, Lake Road - New plant room to rear, 2 new air conditioning units - Approve

7/10/5349
10 Whinfield Road - Construct parking area in font garden - Approve

7/10/5361
Fallbarrow Park, Rayrigg Road - Alteration of occupancy condition for 21 




Caravan pitches – No comment

7/10/5362
5 Maple Court, Cross Street - Extension (re-submission) - Approve
7/10/5365
Outdoor Warehouse, 2 Victoria Street – Change of Use – Shop to Letting Agency 



Office – Concerned at loss of retail united – Concerned as to traffic movements


7/10/5372
Burnside Hotel, Kendal Road - New emergency escape staircase - Approve

.
7/10/5374
27 Park Avenue – Extensions - Approve

7/10/5379
Deneview, Sunny Bank Road - Side extension & raised deck to rear garden – 



Approve
7/10/5373
Woodlands, Storrs – Boathouse & Jetty (re-submission) – Approve

114.
COMMENTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILORS AND MEMBERS OF THE LAKE DISTRICT NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY
Mr D Williams reported that in connection with the request to provide an additional litterbin at Biskey Howe, the District Council could only do that if an underused bin could be relocated from elsewhere.  It was noted that the cost of providing the bin was not issue, but the cost of emptying. 
He reported that the owners of licensed premises on Ash Street had been written to by the  District Council Licensing Department reminding them of their terms of their license which may be breached by permitting drinking outside the premises.

He had received complaints about the noise from the fair on the Glebe. The District Council were contacting the owners of the fair to remind them of the terms of their licence on the Glebe.

115.
REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER ORGANISATIONS

Mr M Nicholson had attended a meeting of the Lakes Line Action Group.  There had been difficulties experienced in changing trains at Oxenholme to join the main line Manchester Airport train. The Group were requesting the Town Council to write to First Transpennine Express to see if the Windermere train could depart slightly earlier to give more time for passengers to change at Oxenholme. This was agreed.

Mrs J Jewell had attended a meeting of the Marchesi Centre.  


Mrs J Borer reported that the Twinning Association had received an invitation to Diessen for the English Week in September.


Mrs C Hallatsch reported that the Windermere in Bloom Judging had taken place and the Group had now categorised and finalised the results over the last three days.


It was agreed to accept the estimate from the Hydro for refreshments at the Awards Presentation totalling £545.00 for a maximum of 100 persons.


The Mayor had attended the Neighbourhood Forum Meeting which was the first covering the new area.  


Miss V Newton attended the Lapse Meeting which had considered Emergency Planning Proposals.
116.
FORMER CHAPEL RAYRIGG ROAD

The Council were aware that South Lakeland District Council was offering for the sale the former chapel and some land adjacent to it by an informal tender process with a bid deadline of the 31st August 2010.  No indications were given in the sale particulars as to any conditions that the District Council would be imposing on the sale.


The Clerk reminded the Council that the Council had been consulted on the potential sale of this property in 2003 and again in 2008. The Town Council at that time had expressed concern at the limited access and potential for alternative uses had resolved that it would be unhappy to see the building and land passed out of public ownership. The Town Council would prefer to see the provision of a public open space for peace and reflection with possible additional use as a site for the interment of cremated remains.


It was suggested that the land included in the sale was a potential site for allotments.


The Clerk advised the Council that the Agenda item had been to consider the terms on which the District Council were offering the property for sale.  If the Town Council wished to consider making a bid for the property, then it could be done at this meeting and would have to be a specific Agenda item. There would be insufficient time for the Clerk to prepare a report on the financial aspects of such a proposal and for a full discussion as to what uses the Council could put the property if it was successful.


It was resolved not to proceed with any proposal to bid for the property.

117.
PROVISION OF ALLOTMENTS AT ORREST DRIVE

The Council had now received the proposed Heads of Terms from South Lakeland District Council. This provided for sub-letting to the Allotments Association and were broadly acceptable. The Clerk reminded the Council that it had the primary responsibility of ensuring that the terms of the Tenancy with the District Council were observed and the Council would have to put in place monitoring arrangements by the Clerk or the Town Steward to enable its obligations to be performed and also that the Allotments Association were performing its obligations under the sub-lease. The Heads of Agreement also required the site to be fenced off. It was unlikely that the allotments association would have the funds to do that.

It was resolved to accept the terms and conditions in principle and that the Clerk obtain estimates relating to the costs of fencing the site. The Allotments Association would also be requested to confirm that they could meet the requirements of the Lease, although it was expected that the Town Council would have to be responsible for public liability insurance.

118.
ACCOUNTS

The following accounts were approved and passed for payment:-


Another Space
Auschwitz to Ambleside Signs
452.37


Windermere & Bowness
Grant
2,000.00


Winter Lights


B G Whittaker
Salary
487.58


T Fletcher
Salary
333.26


HMRC
PAYE
536.17


VFMS
Watering Hanging Baskets (half season)
1,415.23

119.
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

The Council received a request for support of a House of Commons Early Day Motion calling for an enquiry into whether or not new nuclear power stations are needed.  It was resolved not to support that.  
Minutes and Agenda for the Lakes Parish Council were received .  

The National Park Authority had made a Tree Preservation Order relating to trees at Orrest Foot, Ambleside Road.  

The Council resolved not to make any objections to a proposal to prune trees at 14 Langrigge Park.

The meeting finished at 9.05pm.

